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All About Marriage 

 

     Our gospel this morning didn’t give me any choices to preach about. It was all about 

marriage and divorce. And, seeing as most of you who are present are not spring 

chickens, I think it is safe to say you pretty well know all about the ups and downs of 

marriage. And, I am sure we know it is always good to remember and talk about all that 

is good, faithful and true in marriage. 

     For example, I know a woman who cared for her husband who was afflicted with 

Parkinsons disease. She took special care of him. In the last months of his life, she drove 

50 miles every day to spend some time with her husband who was in a nursing home. 

That put a lot of real demands on her life. I am sure that you, too, can recall the 

situation of a friend, neighbor or relative who was known for this kind of committed 

and faithful caring. They are super people! 

     And believe me, it is a real gift to know people who are that faithful…who love 

generously even when they have to pay a high price for doing so. Faithful people 

always remind us about God’s faithfulness…which is also the faithfulness of the ideal 

marriage. 

     Today’s gospel contains a positive message for those of us who are faithful to God’s 

covenant. It tells us that, as we grow in faithfulness to our spouse and to our friends, we 

have to learn to appreciate more and more God’s steadfast love and faithfulness for all 

of us. 

     Our fidelity is a promise we make to be there for others, not only when life is going 

nice and smoothly, but even when life is rough and tough. And, even though it will 

hurt at times, still those who live lives of loving faithfulness know this is a treasure that 

is beyond any price. 

     In a little church back in Pittsburgh, PA, the pastor had a little wrinkle he used to 

finish off a wedding ceremony. After a couple had exchanged their vows, the priest 

would point to a bell rope and say to the bride, “Now I want you to go over there and 

pull the bell rope. The bell will ring and announce to the whole parish you two have 

just completed your marriage vows.” That bell was especially rigged so the bride alone 

was just not strong enough to ring it. So, when she failed, the priest would then tell the 

groom, “Go over there now and help her pull it.” Well, their combined strength would 
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 announce to the parish that their wedding had just been performed. Then the priest 

would say to the two, “That’s the way it will have to be in your marriage. It is going to 

be easier if you both pull together.” I think that is very good advice even for all of you 

older parishioners. So, what do you say? Let’s do it!  

     

*Inspired by Mark 10:1-12 


